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Joel A. Cohen, PhD, Associate Vice President, Library & Information Services 

     Title: The Girl With the Dragon Tatoo 

     Author: Stieg Larsson 

This is a real page turner about the intersecting stories of Mikael, an investigative journalist, 

and Lisbeth, a sometimes computer hacker who reminds me of some of my geeky friends. 
Read this, and you’ll want to complete the trilogy (The Girl Who Played With Fire and The 

Girl Who Kicked the Hornet's Nest). 

 

Rosalie Serba, Library Associate 

     Title: It's a Book  

     Author: Lane Smith 

This funny picture book has only three characters: a monkey, a mouse, and a donkey, the 
last of whom goes by a different name. Poor Monkey is trying to read, but a jackass with a 

laptop keeps interrupting him with puzzled questions about the object he's absorbed in. 

"What do you have there,"  "how do you scroll down," "do you blog with it," "where's the 

mouse," etc., to which Monkey keeps replying "it's a book."  There's a very funny twist at 
the end, as Monkey lends his book to Jackass. Kids will enjoy feeling superior to the 

donkey, who's still ignorant enough to call out, "Don't worry, I'll charge it up when I'm 

done!" And older ones will like the naughty punch line -- Mouse pops out from under 
Monkey's hat to announce, "You don't have to charge it up...it's a book, Jackass" -- which, 

really, is just calling it like it is. 

 

Kathleen M. DeLaney, Archivist/Reference Librarian 

     Title: Packing for Mars: The Curious Science of Life in the 

Void 

     Author: Mary Roach 

For  someone who alternately studied garden rocks (believing they fell from the Moon), 
or climbed to a barn roof to watch Sputnik, and later John Glenn fly overhead 

(swearing space dogs and monkeys were visible through the portals), Mary Roach’s 

latest tour-de-scientific, creative non-fiction Packing for Mars: The Curious Science of 
Life in the Void, confirms wingnuts are genius.  Leave flip-flops behind, but, for 

heaven’s sake prepare to L.O.L. in our pursuit to be one with the Martians.  2030 is 

closer than you think. 

 



 

 

  

Kelly M. Showard, Special Projects Analysts 

     Title: Black 

     Author: Ted Dekker 

I love this book.  It’s a suspenseful account of a man stuck in two worlds trying to 
save them both. He is aware of both worlds, but thinks each one is a dream.  He has 

to use the information he receives in one world to save the other.  One is present 

day the other is a Garden of Eden-esque world filled with the all the love and 

trappings the original Garden.  Can he save them both?  I don’t know because I 
found out at the end of the book that there are three more books in the series… 

 

Audrey Koscielniak, Reference Librarian 

      Film: Frozen River  

Poverty drives good people to do bad things for good reasons.  The film 

pulled me into the story so much that at one point I had to chant to myself 

“this is just a movie”.  Later in the film, I feared for the characters so much 

that I stopped watching.  I finished watching the film the next day.  Glad that 
I did.  

 

Jessica M. Blum, Reference Librarian 

     Title: The Gargoyle  

     Author: Andrew Davidson 

A very powerful novel of pain and suffering; addiction and healing; love and loss. The novel 

starts with a gruesome car crash and takes us through the Narrator’s physical and emotional 
recovery. While in the hospital, the Narrator, a cynical former pornographer, begins receiving 

visits from the strange, but intriguing Marianne. She tells tales of a love that follow through life 

time after lifetime. An immersing tale that I couldn’t put down.  

 

Timothy McAllister, Telecomunications Technician II 

     Title: The China Study 

     Author: T. Colin Campbell, PhD. and Thomas M. Campbell II 

Backed by exhuastive scientific research, this book presents guidelines for a 

healthy diet to those pursuing a whole foods, plant based regimine.  It is a 
pivotal volume on food research. 

 



  

Nora Renda, Library Associate, Collection Services 

     Title: Safe Haven 

     Author: Nicholas Sparks 

I enjoyed this book because it added a bit of a thriller to his sensitive love story 
routine.  It takes a beautiful young woman who is involved in a very abusive 

relationship and how she persevered.  I loved the way this book ended, and I 

would have never figured it out. I would recommend this book to everyone! 

 

George Emery, Library Digital Services & Project Manager 

     Title: Cloud Atlas 

     Author: David Mitchell  

This is a fascinating novel of nested stories drawing inspiration from various 

genres and styles that develop some interesting themes on history, science, 
dystopian future, and reincarnation.  It’s very entertaining, thought provoking 

and not difficult. 

 

Barbara Boehnke, PhD, Associate Director, Library & Collection Services 

     Title: Extra Indians 

     Author: Eric Gansworth. 
Heartbreaking humor on the legacy of war, written by a  

Canisius faculty member. 

 

Marie Larcara, Ed.D, Instructional Designer  

     Title: Memoirs of a Geisha 

     Author: Arthur Golden  

I loved the book Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden.  I read so much, and this book 

is not new, but it stayed with me for weeks after I finished it. In fact, I can still visualize 
the kimonos the author described. As a writer, I was so impressed that the male author 

captured the female perspective as well. Give it a try! I bet it will stay with you too!  

 



 

  

Lisa Sullivan, Reference Librarian/Curriculum Center 

 Film: Holiday Inn 

I love this movie and watch it every Christmas season.  The song 

"White Christmas" makes its first appearance in this movie.  It is a 

quaint musical that has very catchy songs. 

Estelle Siener, Director, Academic Computing 

      Title: The Headstrong Historian 

      Author: Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche 

A favorite read this year was Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche’s  “The Headstrong Historian,” a 
short story included in the 2010 Pen/O. Henry Prize Stories, and originally published in 

The New Yorker in 2008.  The story vividly portrays the clash of tribal and western 

cultures in an African village, providing a universal lesson on how we accommodate and 
accept change.   

 

Theresa Dombrowski, Cataloging Librarian 

  Film: Léolo 

This DVD from the National Film Board of Canada was written and directed by 

Jean Claude Lauzon; in French, with English subtitles.  The film celebrates the 

power of the imagination through the eyes of a 12 year old boy. Poignant, funny 

and makes your spirit soar! 

Beth Bradley, Digital Services Librarian 

     Title: Zeitoun 

     Author: Dave Eggers 

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, longtime New Orleans residents 

Abdulrahman and Kathy Zeitoun are cast into an unthinkable struggle with 

forces beyond wind and water. In the days after the storm, Abdulrahman 
traveled the flooded streets in a secondhand canoe, passing on supplies and 

helping those he could. A week later, on September 6, 2005, Zeitoun abruptly 

disappeared-- arrested and accused of being an agent of al Qaeda. 

 



 

  

Joseph F. Rizzo, Academic Technology Specialist III 

     Title: The Book of Awakening 

     Author: Mark Nepo 

A poet and cancer survivor shares with us how to live in the moment and enjoy 

life in daily readings and meditations.  

 

Kristine Kasbohm, Director, Library & Access Services 

      Title: The Shadow of the Wind 

     Author: Carlos Ruis Zafon 

The book is set in Barcelona and the author's excellent storytelling will make you wish you 
could be there. This book will also make you want to visit the “Cemetery of Forgotten Books”, 

an enormous library of forgotten titles waiting to be rediscovered, where this story begins. It is a 

creative, well-imagined, well-written, book full of interesting characters and places. 

Matt Kochan, Reference Librarian 

     Title: 1921 : The Yankees, The Giants, & The Battle for Baseball 

Supremacy in New York 
     Authors: Lyle Spatz and Steve Steinberg 
Virtually, a day-by-day account of the 1921 season, focusing on the Yankees and Giants. They 

put flesh and bones on many of the players with insights into their personalities, personal lives 

and other nuggets of information.  1921 is thoroughly researched and documented, well-written. 

 It is a treat for any serious baseball fan. 

 

Lynda Kirstein, Library Circulation Coordinator 

     Title: The Glass Castle 
     Author: Jeannette Walls 

This memoir is a great story about a dysfunctional family.  Written with great 

descriptions but without blame. 



 
Leah MacVie, Instructional Designer 

     Title: If Harry Potter Ran General Electric:  

               Leadership Wisdom from the World of the Wizards  
     Author: Tom Morris 

 This book isn’t just about the business world and being a good leader, it is also about 

finding your place, staying true to yourself, and making ethical choices. 

 

Nancy Noel, Archive Associate 

     Title: Little Bee 

     Author: Chris Cleave 

This is a story about how we, in the “civilized” world all too often deal with moments of 

sadness and tragedy. Instead of addressing and transcending these emotions, we in the West 
medicate those feelings with popular culture and the acquisition of things.   

 

Little Bee, escaping the horrors of her life in war-torn Nigeria, entwines her life with a 

British couple and changes their lives and hers forever.  Cleave demonstrates in a lovingly 
told tale of the aftermath of horror and its outcome, that we are all connected in some way 

and what our responsibilities are to others as a fellow traveler on this planet.  A book that 

stays with you hauntingly, long after you finish it. 

 

Tom Evans, Serials Librarian 

     Title: The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne 

     Author: Brian Moore 

The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne is a neglected masterpiece reprinted in the hope that 

this oversight will be rectified. I’d heard of the author but not this book; usually not one to 
judge a book by its cover this new edition is an unusually eye-catching volume. Reminiscent 

of Dreiser’s Sister Carrie, The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne is an unstinting portrait 

of a (dare I say it) middle-aged woman whose social status has been steadily declining, 
through no fault of her own, and her prospects of happiness greatly diminished. There is 

also a surprise element that has rarely, if ever, been attempted in fiction. If you pick up this 

book you won’t put it down until you are finished. 

 


