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All-College Honors Thesis Defense Schedule (F2015) 
(subject to change, e.g., adverse weather conditions) 

 

 

# 

 

STUDENT 

 

THESIS TITLE 
FACULTY ADVISER  

& 2
nd

 reader 

 

Date 

Start 

Time 

 

 

Room 

Honors Program 

Representative 
(subject to change) 

1 Piotrowski, 

Elizabeth 
The Over-Sexualization of America's Girls and 

the Need for Comprehensive Media Education 

Kristin Finn 
Kate Dierenfield 

M NOV 30 9 am SH 1004 Ed Kisailus 

 

2 Hoffman, 

Olivia 
Comparing Behavioral Patterns of Wild-bred 

vs. Captive-bred North American Migratory 

Birds 

Sara Morris 
Sue Margulis 

M NOV 30 

postponed 

10 am SH 1004 Ed Kisailus 

3 Ferrara, 

Kyle 
Life after Print: How Newspaper 

Organizations Can Outlive Their Most 

Traditional Platform 

Bruce Dierenfield 
Catherine Foster 

M NOV 30 12 pm SH 1004 John Occhipinti 

4 Rakowski, 

Elizabeth 
Psychopaths Are People Too:  

American Individualism and Mass Violence in 

the 21
st
 Century 

Sue Putnam 
Steve Chanderbhan 

M NOV 30 1 pm SH 1017 Jennifer  

Lodi-Smith 

 

5 Louisos, 

Eliot 
China’s National Interests in the South China 

Sea: Territorial Disputes and China’s 

Historical Claims and Actions 

René de la Pedraja 
Jonathan DiCicco 

M NOV 30 2 pm SH 1017 Jonathan 

Lawrence 

6 Johnson, 

Stephen 
Adderall Exemptions for ADHD treatment in 

Major League Baseball: A New Way to Beat 

the Ban on Performance Enhancing Drugs 

Bob Grebenok 
Kate Dierenfield 

M NOV 30 3 pm SH 1017 Jonathan 

Lawrence 

 

7 McMahon, 

Sarah 
Sex and Gender Beyond the Binary 

A Case against Reductive Models of Human 

Sexuality and Gender Identity 

Jennifer Lodi-Smith 
Melissa Mosko 

M NOV 30 4 pm SH 1017 Kate Dierenfield 

 

8 Petrovski, 

Kevin 
The Two Approaches to a Risky Business:  

A Look Into the Quantitative and Qualitative 

Approaches to Risk Management 

Jim Goldstein 
Joe O’Donnell 

T DEC 1 8 am SH 1017 René  

De La Pedraja 

 

9 Gengo, 

Anthony 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder:  

A Need for Change 

René de la Pedraja 
Mick Cochrane 

Neva Sanders 

T DEC 1 9 am SH 1017 Pat Lynch, SJ 

 

10 Denton, 

Michelle* 
We Three: A Play in Two Acts Kurt Schneiderman 

Anna Kay France 
T DEC 1 12 pm SH 1017 Janet McNally 
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11 Baas, 

Katherine 
Wolves and Humanity: Achieving Coexistence 

 

Mike Noonan 
Tara Cornelisse 

T DEC 1 1 pm SH 1017 Michael Forest 

 

12 Roberts, 

Natalie 
An Analysis of the Impacts of Human 

Observation on Wildlife in Ecotourism 

Ventures and a Discussion of Possible 

Management Strategies to Mitigate These 

Impacts 

Mike Noonan 
Tara Cornelisse 

T DEC 1 2 pm SH 1017 Bob Butler 

 

13 Speer, 

Taylor 
More than Just “Fitting In”:  

How and Why Women Fashion Individual 

Identities through Clothing 

Harvey Pines 
Judy Larkin 

T DEC 1 3 pm SH 1017 Becky Krawiec 

 

14 Kubiak, 

Richard 
Bank Risk Management: Creating the New 

Public Utility 

Mark Zaporowski 
George Palumbo 

T DEC 1 4 pm SH 1017 Paul Sauer 

15 Clemens, 

Casey 
The People beyond our Species:  

Personhood for Nonhuman Animals 

Paul Waldau 
Joshua Russell 

W DEC 2 8 am SH 1017 Julie Henry 

16 Ritzler, 

Charles 
My Client is a Kinkajou: The “Fourth 

Generation” of Zoo Exhibit Design 

Sue Margulis 
Donna Fernandes 

W DEC 2 9 am SH 1017 Amy Wolf 

17 Budziszewski, 
Gabrielle 

Relationships of Stigma and Treatment for 

HIV/AIDS: How Combinative Antiretroviral 

Therapy is Changing the Face of Stigma 

Chris Lee 
Kate Dierenfield 

W DEC 2 10 am SH 1017 Jennifer  

Lodi-Smith 

 

18 Gillet, 

Allison 
Where Theory Meets Practice: the Missing 

Pieces of Stakeholder Management 

Girish Shambu 
Coral Snodgrass 

W DEC 2 11 am SH 1017 Tim Wadkins  

 

19 Sawka, 

Elizabeth* 
People Like Selfies Mick Cochrane 

Janet McNally 
W DEC 2 12 pm SH 1017 Amy Wolf 

20 Ta, Maria The Power of Knowledge - A Study on the 

Impact of Education on Reducing Child Labor 

Paola Fajardo-Heyward 

Jonathan DiCicco 
W DEC 2 1 pm SH 1017 Julie Henry 

 

21 Franz, 

Kendall 
Ensuring Sustainability of the Patient-Centered 

Medical Home through Stakeholder 

Collaboration 

Gordon Meyer 
Girish Shambu 

W DEC 2 2 pm SH 1017 Tom Banchich 

 

22 Wagner, 

Sean 
Grab a Cold One: Analysis of the Technical 

and Social Challenges of Big Data using Beer 

Reviews 

Matthew Hertz 
Mark Meyer 

W DEC 2 3 pm SH 1017 Tom Banchich 

 

23 Fusco, 

Nicole 
Why the United States Should Grant Refugee 

Status to Hondurans 

Paola Fajardo-Heyward 

Sarah Signorino 
W DEC 2 4 pm SH 1017 René  

De La Pedraja 

24 Bruckman, 

Kimberly 
We Can Work It Out:  Bruce Dierenfield W DEC 2 5 pm SH 1017 Paul Sauer 
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The Music Industry and the Internet Jamie O’Neil 

25 Blum, 

Hannah 
The Effect of iPads on Pedagogy  

A Case Study of a Local Area Middle School 

 

Barbara Burns 
Lorrei DiCamillo 

R DEC 3 10 am SH 1017 Julie Henry 

 

26 Kuhn, 

Nicole* 
Bone Braille: A Memoir-Based Play Eric Gansworth 

Janet McNally 
R DEC 3 12 pm SH 1017 Rick Falkenstein 

 

27 Lambert, 

Kyle 
Distinguishing Fact from Fiction:  

How Inadequate Evolution Education Poses a 

Threat to America’s Understanding of Life  

Andrew Stewart 
Katie Costanzo 

R DEC 3 1 pm SH 1017 Bruce Dierenfield 

 

28 Thorogood, 

Sarah 
Primates and Peace: How Chimpanzees, 

Bonobos, and Humans Resolve Conflicts 

Malini Suchak 
Sue Margulis 

R DEC 3 2 pm SH 1017 Rick Falkenstein 

 

29 DeMarco, 

Bethany 
Title IX: For Better or Worse Erin Robinson 

Traci Murphy 
R DEC 3 3 pm SH 1017 Kate Dierenfield 

 

30 Kristensen, 

Eileen 
Gender Discrimination: The Inescapable 

Labryrinth of a Woman’s Career 

Robyn Brouer 
Melissa Mosko 

R DEC 3 4 pm SH 1017 Kate Dierenfield 

 

31 Bender, 

Nicholas 
Tired and Hungry:  

A Theory on the Growth of Obesity 

Charles Pelitera 
Courtney Pelitera 

F DEC 4 11 am SH 1017 Kate Dierenfield 

 

32 Butcher, 

Ashley 
Why $15 Will Do More Harm Than Good:  

The Potential Impact Of A Minimum Wage 

with a Focus on the Buffalo-Niagara Economy 

Steve Gattuso 
Craig Rogers 

F DEC 4 12 pm SH 1017 Paul Sauer 

 

33 Huber, Lee You Pay, They Play: How Public Funding of 

Stadiums Has Become a Game for Owners 

Larry Lichtenstein 
Ron Reiber 

F DEC 4 1 pm SH 1017 Matthew Mitchell 

 

34 Otremba, 

Melissa 
Beyond the Crisis: An Examination of  

Student Loan Debt in America 

 

Mark Zaporowski 
Julie Anna Golebiewski 

F DEC 4 2 pm SH 1017 Richard Reitsma 

 

35 Cottrell, 

Alaina 
Fear of Medicine: The Looming Effects of Past 

Medical Experimentation on Present Health 

Disparities in the Black Community 

Kate Dierenfield 
Jessica Hoffman 

F DEC 4 3 pm SH 1017 TBD 

36 Wickett, 

Shaun 
The 21st Century Arms Race: The Dangers of 

Autonomous Artificial Intelligence In War 

Debra Burhans 
Robert Selkowitz 

F DEC 4 4 pm SH 1017 René  

De La Pedraja 

 

*Creative thesis 


