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Joel A. Cohen, Ph.D. 
Associate Vice President for Library and Information Services 
            Title: Snow in August 
            Author:Pete Hamill  
 
This is a delightful book appropriate for the multicultural 
holiday period. A young, Irish American alter-boy who has 
previously been exposed only to stereotypical and bigoted 
descriptions of Jews develops a heartwarming relationship with 
a neighborhood Rabbi who has personally suffered as a result of 
the Holocaust. Their friendship grows, and with their 
knowledge of some Jewish folklore they help bring justice to a 
menacing gang of thugs. As you might expect with a title like 
Snow in August, there is some magic employed in the surprise 
ending. 

 
 

 
        

    

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/0446675253/ref=sib_dp_pt


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tom Evans, Serials Librarian 

     Title: Nightmare Alley 

     Author: William Lindsay Gresham 
 

Combine the detailed writing of Theodore Dreiser (reminded me a lot of An 
American Tragedy) with the atmosphere of Tod Browning’s Freaks and 
you’ll have an idea of what this book is like. Originally published in 1946, 
this noire novel is about the carny life in all its seaminess, replete with 
grafters, hustlers, and shall I say “colorful” women. A welcome 2010 entry in 
the venerable New York Review of Books Classics, it starts slowly, gathering 

         

 

Jessie Blum, Library Associate 

     Title: The Night Circus 

     Author: Erin Morgenstern 
 

"The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it, no paper 
notices plastered on lampposts and billboards. It is simply there, when yesterday it 
was not." 

The Night Circus had me intrigued by the end of the first chapter and enchanted 
by books end. It tells the story of Celia and Marco who are forced into a magical 
battle but end up falling in love.  Le Cirque des Rêves itself is both battlefield and 
a love palace. This is one of those books that you miss instantly upon closing the 

  

 Kathleen M. DeLaney, Archivist/Reference Librarian 

     Title: The Sign of the Cross : Travels in Catholic Europe  
     Author: Colm Tóibín 
 
I  like a good pilgrimage, and this book led me on one I hadn’t known I’d 
needed.  Written over successive Holy Weeks in traditional places of 
faith, worship and devotion, Tóibín delves into what drives a person on a 
pilgrimage, some borne of pagan or Michelan traditions. He travels to 
Lourdes (fake cures?), Santiago de Compostela (hitch-hikes), Croagh 
Patrick (lashing rain – shoes or barefoot?), Medjugorje (evil ?), and so it 
goes into post-communist Estonia and Lithuania. Even if you’re not 
spiritually in tune with anything, Tóibín’s observational, prosaic essays 
p nch o r ticket for a “different” kind of pilgrimage  b t one that ill 



 

 

Lori Miller, Associate Librarian 

     Title: It’s a Wonderful Life 

 
My recommendation would be Frank Capras  1946 classic “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” because you just never realize the effect you have on others. 
The story turns Dickensian (similar to A Christmas Carol, although told 
from Bob Cratchit's point-of-view rather than from Scrooge's) when the 
hysterical, despairing, and melancholy family man is shown what the small 
town (Bedford Falls, now renamed Pottersville after the town's evil tycoon) 
would be like without him. It's a frightening, nightmarish, noirish view of 
the world (at Christmas-time) that brings him back from self-destruction. He 
returns to the idyllic, small-town world that he left, with renewed faith and 
confidence in life itself. 

Audrey Koscielniak, Reference Librarian 

      Film: Joyeux Noel  
 
An untypical Christmas story, Joyeux Noel is a tale of “peace on earth” 
in the middle of a World War I battlefield.  For a few hours, for a few 
men (and one woman), on a small piece of land bordered by trenches, 
and strewn with dead, opposing forces took a risk.  With cautious 
steps, they met, discovered, shared, and enjoyed their common 
humanity.  In the end, however, this battle of peace loses.  Authorities 
punish the warriors and reestablish cultures of hatred.  Based on actual 
events. 

 

Jeff Proehl, Library Technology Specialist 

     Title: Cloud Atlas 

     Author: David Mitchell 
 
Recounts the connected stories of people from the past and the distant 
future, from a nineteenth-centur notary and an investigative journalist 
in the 1970s to a young man who searches for meaning in a post-
apocalyptic world. 



 George Emery, Library Digital Services & Project Manager 

     Title: 1493: Uncovering The New World Columbus Created 

     Author: Charles C. Mann  
 
A wonderfully written and fascinating story of the dawn of globalization 
and the development of the Columbian Exchange. 

 

 

Kristine Kasbohm, Associate Director of the Library for Access Services 
      Title: Canti 
       By Giacomo Leopardi 
       Translated by Jonathan Galassi 
 
 
There is always a collection of poetry among the books I set aside to read 
over winter break. Once things quiet down, I have the opportunity to read 
in the leisurely way that poetry often demands. Leopardi’s use of language 
is well translated by Galassi but don’t take my word for it, checkout the 
bilingual edition and compare for yourself 
 

 

Lisa Sullivan, Reference Librarian/Curriculum Center 

 Title: Ruby Red 
 Author: Kerstin Gier 
 
A wonderful young adult tale about time travel.  It is thrilling and witty.  


